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the influence of the oversampled strata and increases the influence of the undersampled strata to just what they would 
have been if pure probability sampling had been used.

Why would anyone select a sample that is so unrepresentative in the first place? The most common reason is to 
ensure that cases from smaller strata are included in the sample in sufficient numbers. Only then can separate statisti-
cal estimates and comparisons be made between strata (e.g., between African Americans and Caucasians). Remember 
that one determinant of sample quality is sample size. If few members of a particular group are in the population, they 
need to be oversampled. Such disproportionate sampling may also result in a more efficient sampling design if the 
costs of data collection differ markedly between strata or if the variability (heterogeneity) of the strata differs.

Multistage Cluster Sampling

Although stratified sampling requires more information than usual prior to sampling (about the size of strata in the 
population), multistage cluster sampling requires less prior information. Specifically, cluster sampling can be 

Exhibit 5.4 Stratified Random Sampling
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